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« Khairy: RM2.05 billion for the

purchase of Covid-19 vaccines for

Malaysians

» Malaysia to follow strict prescription

guidelines when administering

vaccine

« Khairy: Security staff, volunteers will

get vaccine if registered recipients

don't show up

This could be the reason why up until Tuesday, only five per cent of

Malaysians registered to be vaccinated. This discouraging statistic may

hamper the government's effort to inoculate 80 per cent of the population.

Sensationalism sells, but media practitioners should be responsible to

their readers by providing accurate news. They should especially debunk

myths and misinformation about the Covid-19 vaccines.

News headlines related to the vaccination programme should be truthful

and clear to readers. They should assure people that the vaccines would

provide hope rather than inciting fears and doubts among Malaysians.

News reporting should not be focusing solely on the vaccines'

effectiveness, as the World Health Organisation has stipulated that a

vaccine should have a minimum efficacy of 50 per cent. At present, all the

vaccines chosen by the government, regardless of their manufacturers,

have passed that threshold.

Such news should also focus on the vaccines' safety instead of their

supposed risks. There are risks in everything we do. Hence, news

reporting on the Covid-19 vaccines should emphasise their benefits,

which outweigh their risks.

The media should enlighten people on what they can do after being

inoculated. It should also inform them on just how close we are to

crushing the pandemic. These will help us tackle vaccine hesitancy.

Those who are sceptical about the Covid-19 vaccines and modern

medicine, in general, are having their moment now.

Responsible reporting is the key to ensuring that this does not last for

long.

MOHAMAD SYAFIQ YA SHAK

Universiti Teknologi Mara, Perak Branch

The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not

necessarily reflect those of the New Straits Times

| RELATED ARTICLES

NATION Dec 7,2020 @ 1:22pm
Khairy: Govt will ensure Covid-19

GOVERNMENT / PUBLIC POLICY

vaccine enough for all

Jan 8,2021 @ 4:27pm
Khairy: Public to be sufficiently

briefed on Covid-19 vaccine

L _I1...a

IV U UL UNVUL MNIVUUL VUulivul

Atletico frustrated as Mueller penalty
rescues weakened Bayern

| VACCINE
WORLD_ Mar 6,2021 @ 11:39am

Russia reports nearly 29,000 Covid
deaths in January

LETTERS Mar 6,2021 @ 1:00am

Build public confidence via responsible
reporting

LEADER Mar 5,2021 @ 12:39am

NST Leader: Another new normal?

COLUMNISTS Mar 4,2021 @ 2:15pm

Should we discriminate against the
unvaccinated folks?

WORLD_ Mar 4,2021 @ 1:32am

AstraZeneca vaccine more than 80pct
effective: Study

NATION Mar 2,2021 @ 2:13pm

Complaints and evidence on vaccine
queue jumpers sent to authorities

WORLD 12 minutes ago

Meghan denies making Kate cry,
alleges 'character assassination'

Just one quick question X
Please help our research and get rewarded

STRAITSTiVES
How old are you?

Under 18 years 18 - 24 years

25 - 34 years 35 -44 years
45 - 54 years 55-64 years
65 years and
above
s VPoints:0 Redeem rewards
’ (https://vodus.com)
Login/Register Powered by @

(https://voc


https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/650738/first-batch-covid-19-vaccine-arrive-february
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2020/12/651769/khairy-rm205-billion-purchase-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/02/666538/malaysia-follow-strict-prescription-guidelines-when-administering-vaccine
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2021/02/666186/khairy-security-staff-volunteers-will-get-vaccine-if
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/647404/khairy-govt-will-ensure-covid-19-vaccine-enough-all
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2021/01/655640/khairy-public-be-sufficiently-briefed-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal/2020/12/645985/truth-about-breast-cancer
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football/2020/12/646016/atletico-frustrated-mueller-penalty-rescues-weakened-bayern
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/03/671451/russia-reports-nearly-29000-covid-deaths-january
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/03/671365/build-public-confidence-responsible-reporting
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders/2021/03/671084/nst-leader-another-new-normal
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/03/670902/should-we-discriminate-against-unvaccinated-folks
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/03/670811/astrazeneca-vaccine-more-80pct-effective-study
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/670339/complaints-and-evidence-vaccine-queue-jumpers-sent-authorities
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/03/671916/meghan-denies-making-kate-cry-alleges-character-assassination
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/671905/victims-fatal-kajang-road-crash-identified
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/03/671876/what-merdeka-118-last-mega-tall-skyscraper-world-watch-video
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton/2021/03/671823/pearly-thinaah-bag-first-world-tour-title-basel
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/671766/invasive-fish-species-reared-abandoned-mines-moving-major-rivers
https://vodus.com/
https://vodus.com/

NATION Feb 21,2021 @ 1:11pm
Covid-19 vaccine: Special

protection plan to compensate

those with serious side effects

[NSTTV]

NEWS
Crime & Courts
Exclusive
Govt / Public Policy
Nation
Politics

BUSINESS
Business Times
Property
Cars Bikes Trucks

PDEIOre rolout

NATION Dec 17,2020 @ 12:55pm

Khairy: Apart from Pfizer, govt

mulling vaccines by other

pharmaceutical companies

[NSTTV]

~NEW

STRAITS 1IMES

s D
& App Store

ad Google Play

LIFE & TIMES
Sunday Vibes
Bots
Heal
Flair
Jom!
Groove

" EXPLOREIT ON

=% AppGallery

ownload on the

# Download on the

App Store

GETITON

GET ITON

ttj; Google Play

SPORTS
Football
Badminton

WORLD
World
Region

OPINION
Columnists

Letters
Tennis Leader
Cycling
Golf
MMA
MotorSport
Cricket

Others

STRAITSTiVES

Under 18 years
25 - 34 years

45 - 54 years

VPoints: 0

Login/Register

Invasive fish species reared at
abandoned mines moving_into major
rivers

GALLERY NSTTV
Photos EDUCATION
Infographics VOUCHER

Just one quick question

Please help our research and get rewarded

How old are you?
18 - 24 years
35 -44 years
55-64 years

65 years and
above

Redeem rewards
(https://vodus.com)

Powered by @
(https://voc


http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2021/01/655640/khairy-public-be-sufficiently-briefed-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/02/667591/covid-19-vaccine-special-protection-plan-compensate-those-serious-side
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/650169/khairy-apart-pfizer-govt-mulling-vaccines-other-pharmaceutical-companies
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/03/671766/invasive-fish-species-reared-abandoned-mines-moving-major-rivers
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/
https://vodus.com/
https://vodus.com/

